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Welcome to the Codes  manual. Here we will discuss:

1. Disclaimers!
2. Installation
3. Overview
4. Using the program
 A) starting the program
 B ) entering a SnowTAM
 C) Results

D) Decoding a MOTNE report
5. Troubleshooting

1. Disclaimers

Put the wrong data in and you’ll get the wrong data out. This is the most likely cause of error.

We’ve aimed to make the decoder as flexible as possible, but this may lead to some odd
responses. Tell us about them!

2. Installation

2.1 Using PC connections

If downloaded, run the file to extract the contents.

If received on CD, insert the CD in a PCs CD drive,

Connect the Pocket PC to the PC.

Copy the file ‘SnowTAMs CAB’ to your PC using windows explorer.

In your mobile device, double-click the file ‘SnowTAMs  CAB’ to install it.

Should your Pocket PC object to the program, that is because it is running Pocket PC 2002 or earlier.
The program requires .net compact framework 2.0. It needs .net compact framework. Run
.NETCFSETUP.exe.

2.2 Via memorycard

If downloaded, run the file to extract the contents.

If received on CD, insert the CD in a PCs CD drive,

Copy the file ‘SnowTAMs CAB’ to your memory card using windows explorer.

In your mobile device, double-click the file ‘SnowTAMs  CAB’ to install it.

Should your Pocket PC object to the program, that is because it is running Pocket PC 2002 or earlier.
The program requires .net compact framework 2.0. It needs .net compact framework. Run
.NETCFSETUP.exe
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3. Overview

The package allows you to decode a SnowTAM  report into English.

If you have a copy of Flightbyte Codes loaded, then it will decode the ICAO location as
well.

4. Using the program

A) starting the program

Start the program in the same manner as other Pocket PC programs. Tap
Start|programs|snowtams.

When you first start the program, it may load a data file. The program has not stalled. Press
OK on the disclaimer screen to continue using the product.

You will then get the main screen that gives you access to all the functions.

B) Entering a snowtam

The input tab is where you enter data from the
Snowtam report. Each box is labelled with a
section of the report. Enter each set of data in
the correct box. Invalid data will prompt a
response from the Pocket PC.

You may also enter any individual section or
part of section.

The image to the right shows the following
snowtam report entered:

SWEN0393  ENHF  04200155
(SNOWTAM  0393  A) ENHF  B) 04200243  C) 05
F) 48/7/47  G) 02/XX/03  H) 60/58/53   GRT  N) 47
R) 47 T) RWY SANDED)

Note:
You don’t enter the T) section as this is already
in plain language

C) Results
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To decode, simply tap the   button.

When you press this, the keyboard will
disappear. As soon as you tap a data entry box
on the input screen it will come back.

The resulting prefix  screen is shown here with the
location and time information. This is the decode
for boxes SWEN, A,B, C, D, E, J, K, L & M. If you
have our sister product, Flightbyte Codes, it will
also decode the ICAO location in B

The Runway tab decodes boxes F) to H).

A Snowtam always reads from the lower
runway number to the higher. The screen
represents this as the lower end at the bot-
tom and the higher end at the top, as if you
were looking at the runway.

You can see the runway indicators 05 and
23 to demonstrate this

Each third reads  surface contamination,
depth of top layer and finally friction. The
friction device used, if any,  is at the bottom
of the screen.
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The Taxiways/apron tab is for ground
approaches to the runway specified.
That’s boxes N) and R) for taxiways and
aprons respectively. These will give you an
indication of the surface contamination.

The graphics are simply for ease of
recognition and do not reflect the report.
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D) MOTNE reports

MOTNE stands for Meteorological Operational Telecommunications Network-Europe.

Over the winter period, from roughly Nov 1st to April 1st some European airports
communicate runway conditions by  placing  eight digit MOTNE codes at the end of METAR
reports.

These are less detailed than Snowtams.

Enter the eight digits or ‘/’ characters
and press

5) Troubleshooting

If the answers look mad, then check what you have entered.

We check for obvious nonsense, but not miskeying. If the decode says ‘snow’ but the
ground temperature is +30 degrees C, then  check what you’ve told it!


